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SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern - A Complete Guide

When preparing for the CGL exam, one of the most important things aspirants must understand is the SSC CGL
Question Paper Pattern. Knowing the exam pattern not only helps candidates plan their preparation strategy effectively
but also provides clarity about the structure of the exam, types of questions, and the marking scheme. Since CGLis
one of the most competitive government exams in India, being familiar with the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern can
make all the difference between success and failure. In this blog, we will provide you with a detailed overview of the exam
pattern for Tier 1 and Tier 2, along with preparation insights and frequently asked questions.

Why Understanding the SSC CGL Question Paper
Pattern is Important?

Before diving into the details, let's understand why the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern is crucial:

* It gives candidates an exact roadmap of the exam structure.

* Helps in time management during the actual test.

* Provides clarity on the weightage of different sections.

* Assists in identifying strong and weak areas for focused preparation.
+ Reduces exam stress since you already know what to expect.

Overview of SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern

The SSC CGL exam is conducted in two main stages:

1. Tier 1 - Computer-Based Examination (CBE)
2. Tier 2 - Computer-Based Examination (CBE)

Each tier has its question paper pattern, syllabus, and marking scheme. Let's break it down in detail.

SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 1

The first stage is the SSC CGL Tier 1 exam, which is compulsory for all candidates. This stage is qualifying in nature,
meaning marks obtained in Tier 1 are not considered in the final merit but are important for shortlisting candidates for
Tier 2.

Structure of SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 1:
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* Mode of Exam: Online (Computer-Based Test)

* Total Sections: 4 (General Intelligence & Reasoning, General Awareness, Quantitative Aptitude, and English
Comprehension)

* Total Questions: 100

* Maximum Marks: 200

* Time Duration: 60 minutes

* Negative Marking: 0.50 marks for each wrong answer

Section Number of | Maximum
Questions Marks
G .
eneral InteII.lgence & 95 50
Reasoning
General Awareness 29 30
Quantitative Aptitude 25 50
Enali
nglish ' 95 50
Comprehension
Total 100 200

The SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 1 is designed to test candidates on their basic reasoning, current affairs
knowledge, mathematical ability, and English comprehension skills.

SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 2

After clearing Tier 1, candidates are eligible to appear for SSC CGL Tier 2, which plays a significant role in the final merit
list. Unlike Tier 1, this stage is not qualifying—the marks scored in Tier 2 are considered for final selection.

Structure of SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 2:

* Mode of Exam: Online (Computer-Based Test)

+ Papers in Tier 2: 3 (Paper | is compulsory, while Papers Il & lIl are for specific posts)

* Time Duration: Varies as per paper

* Negative Marking: 1 mark for each wrong answer in Section |, Il & Module-l of Section Ill of Paper |, and 0.50 marks
for each wrong answer in Paper Il and Paper llI

Paper | - Compulsory for All Posts
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Number Maximum| Time
SectionModule,  Subject of .
. Marks |Duration
Questions
SectionModul ;
ectoniModulel Mathematical 30 90
1 ' Abilities
Reasoning and
Modul
o”u € General 30 90
Intelligence
. English
SectionModul
ectionvioduie Language and 45 135

Il I .
Comprehension

Module 25 75
I General
Awareness
Computer
Modul
OI uie Knowledge 20 60
Section Test

Data Entry |One Data
Module Speed Test Entry |Qualifying
I (DEST) Task

2 Hours

150 450 30

Total '
Questions| Marks Minutes

Paper Il — Statistics (Only for Junior Statistical Officer Posts)

+ Total Questions: 100
« Maximum Marks: 200
* Duration: 2 Hours
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Paper lll - General Studies (Finance and Economics) — For Assistant Audit Officer/Assistant Accounts Officer Posts

* Total Questions: 100
» Maximum Marks: 200
* Duration: 2 Hours

Thus, the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern for Tier 2 is more detailed and demands in-depth knowledge of mathematics,
English, reasoning, current affairs, computer knowledge, statistics, and finance/economics, cs depending on the post.

SSC CGL Exam Dates 2025

Here is the detailed breakdown of SSC CGL exam dates 2025

Website of the Commission: hitps:/ssc.gov.in)

Noti

Combined Graduate Level Examination, 2025

Dates for submission of online applications 109-06-2025 to 04-07-2025
Last date and time for receipt of online applications  J04-07-2025 (23:00)
Last date and time for making online fee payment bS-‘W-IUIS (23:00)

Dates of “Window for Application Form (on’u:lion'h)‘07'20N 10 11-07-2025 (23:00)
lincluding online pavment, . 5

Tentative  Schedule of Tier-l (Computer Buwt1]3 August — 30 August, 2025
Examination) } Sor e
Tentative  Schedule of Tier-II  (Computer Baqu
Examination)

ecember 2025

IR003093063
Toll Free Helpline Number to be called in case of

any difficulty in filling up the Application Form (Toll Free)

[Source: ssc.nic.in]
SSC CGL 2025 (Combined Graduate Level Exam)

* Notification Release Date: 9 July 2025

* Application Period: 9th to 11th July 2025

* Tier 1 Exam Date: 1st week of September 2025 onwards
* Tier 2 Exam Date: December 2025

Key Highlights of SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern
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* Tier 1 is qualifying, but candidates must clear the cutoff to move to Tier 2.

* Tier 2 is scoring, and final merit depends on the marks scored in this stage.

+ Each wrong answer attracts negative marking, so accuracy is crucial.

« Computer knowledge and DEST test are mandatory in Tier 2.

« Additional papers, like Statistics and Finance/Economics, apply only to specific posts.

How to Prepare According to the SSC CGL Question
Paper Pattern?

To succeed, aspirants must align their preparation with the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern. Here are some tips:

1. Analyze Previous Year Papers — Understand question trends and difficulty levels.

2. Time Management - Since Tier 1 has 100 questions in 60 minutes, speed and accuracy are essential.
3. Focus on Weak Areas — Divide study time according to section weightage.

4. Practice Mock Tests — Attempt SSC CGL mock tests based on the real question paper pattern.

5. Revise regularly — Especially for General Awareness and formulas in Quantitative Aptitude.

Understanding the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern is the first step towards clearing the exam. It helps aspirants
approach preparation systematically, focus on important sections, and improve their performance. Since SSC CGL is a
highly competitive exam, candidates should regularly practice mock tests, stay updated with current affairs, and revise
thoroughly according to the latest exam pattern. If you are preparing for SSC CGL 2025, mastering the SSC CGL Question
Paper Pattern will give you the edge you need to secure your dream government job.

For comprehensive , expert tips, and the best aligned with the SSC CGL Question Paper Pattern,
is your one-stop solution to boost preparation and achieve success.
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